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Papen also, embittered at not getting the post of
Minister President had drawn near the Hindenburg-
Schleicher group. This might indeed become dan-
gerous. Von Papen, Schleicher, Hindenburg, and the
army might very easily overturn the Hitler system.
There was no longer any going back. Hitler, Goring,
and Goebbels resolved to carry out all the demands
of the Reichswehr. It was the only chance of escaping
complications.

On 28 May Hitler went to see Hindenburg and
promised to get rid of Rohm. On 7 June the amazed
SA men read in the newspapers that the doctors had
prescribed Rohm a long leave for rest.

Rohm felt trouble was brewing, but did not reckon
on being utterly eliminated. The SA, too, were given
summer leave, and Rohm knew what that meant. His'
farewell to the SA sounded full of fight and above all
it was threatening. The SA would know well enough
how to fight, he shouted out, thinking of his antagonists
in the Reichswehr. He was still hoping that certain
sections at least of the SA would be annexed to the'
Reichswehr. " I expect that the SA by i August will
be rested and have found fresh strength, ready to carry
out its honourable duties. ... If the SA's foes lull
themselves into the belief that the SA will not come
back again, or that only some will come back again
after their leave, then we will let them have this short
and hopeful joy. At the time and in the way which
will be found fitting, they will be given the right
answer...."